
From the Principal’s Desk! 

   JUNE 2011    
Paul Bennett, Principal         

DATES TO  REMEMBER 

June 1st  

Assembly: Student & staff           
recognition “Wolf Howl” certificate 
presentations at 1:00 p.m. 

June 7th  

Pizza form due by today at 9:00 
a.m. 

June 9th  

Gr.3 Alberta Achievement Test 
(French Language Arts, part B)  
Klezmer Music Session at 
12:20p.m.                                     
JHS Annual Musical Drama “Le 
chat-peau magique” at 7:00 p.m. 
Pizza lunch organized by 5-Marinier.   

June 10th  

SIP Professional Development Day. 
Noon dismissal . 

June 13th-16th  

DiscoverE Science Workshops for 
K-5. 

June 14th  

Gr.3 Alberta Achievement Test 
(English Language Arts, part B) 

June 15th  

L’heure du conte. 

PAC meeting at 7:00pm in the staff 
room. 

June 14th-16th  

Québec Author Annie Groovie 
school visit.                                  
Gr.4-5 Annual City School Soccer 
Tournament at JHS, start at 4:00 
p.m. each day. 

June 16th  

Gr.3 Alberta Achievement Test 
(Math). 

June 20th  

Aboriginal Day School Celebrations 
and Lunch. 

June 21st  

Aboriginal Day / No school . 

June 22th  

Pizza form due by today at 9:00 
a.m. 

June 23rd  

Pizza lunch organized by 4/5-Allain 
& 3-Paulin. 

June 27th  

JHS Sports afternoon. 

June 28th  

Last day of school for students.     
Gr. 5 Farewell Assembly.                  
Report Cards go home. 
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5700, 51A Avenue 

Yellowknife NT X1A 1G7 

Tel: (867) 873-3477 

Fax: (867) 873-4535 
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Did you Know? 
During the recent Gumboot Rally, which raised funds for our friends at the Abe Millar 
Centre, over $26,000 was collected.  It is the most money raised in the 14 year history 
of this annual event!  Although there wasn’t a record number of teams raising this   
incredible amount, there were about 20 teams this year with four coming from our 
school!  Three Grade 5 teams and one teacher team.  Let’s applaud these peoples’ 
social conscience! 
 

Did you Know? 
Our French monitor, Elaine Jacques, received a Drop the Pop Award that was        
presented to her at the Legislative Assembly by MLA Michael Miltenberger.  Elaine won this 
award for all the extra work she put into such activities for our children such as the Carnaval, 
the Francofolies Friday games during lunch, helping organize the building of our ice rink during 
the winter, etc.  Congratulations Elaine! 
 

Did you Know? 
In the recent “Tell Them From Me” YK1 survey I reported in April that was done with our Grade 
4 and 5 students that compares them to similar demographics in a southern Canadian French 
Immersion setting, the following interesting items came out.  Your children lead very active and healthy lifestyles, both at 
home and at school. Again, this is data that we use to help inform our areas of strength and weakness.  We see areas 
where we are succeeding and areas where we need to continue our growth.  We measure what we must value:   
1. Question:  “This year we decided to eat our lunch after the recess at 12:00 pm.  Research has shown that by doing this, 
students:  digest their lunches better after physical activity, have better learning in the afternoon, and lose less time       
between classes.  Do you like it that your school has changed the lunch break this year?” 
(a) Yes – 35% 
(b) No – 22% 
(c) It doesn’t matter to me – 43% 

· Veronica, our custodian, has been monitoring the “garbage” situation after lunch in each class when she     
empties the waste bins.  She has noticed that there is less wastage this year as students are eating more of 
what is being provided in their lunches.   

· Result:  We will continue the “reverse lunches” next year and continue to monitor the change to see if we can 
continue the positive trend. 

2. “The City of Yellowknife runs many sports (Judo, Hockey, Speed Skating, Figure Skating, Tae Kwon Do, Karate,      
Soccer, etc.) and club activities (Scouts, Guides, Dance, etc.) out side of school.  I belong to:” 
(a) More than three sports groups or clubs – 45% 
(b) Two sports groups or clubs – 31% 
(c) One sport group or club – 20% 
(d) None – 4% 



From the Principal’s Desk! 

CLASS PLACEMENTS  
 
 

Although we haven’t reached that point in the year where our school and our District know where 
all staff will be next year, we have started working on putting the pieces together as a District.  One 
key element in this preparation is the ideal placement for each child.  During this process, we    
balance the following needs to give us the best academic learning situation possible for our       
students:  individual student learning profiles with staff members (when possible and when there is 
more than one class of a specific grade level), male/female ratio, learning challenges, class size, 
behavioural concerns, ...  
 

Parents, if you have a special concern, please let our offic e know by June 10 th when we     
finalize our placements. Please note that we make our best efforts, but not all situations are     
foreseeable nor are all requests possible. 

Northwestel Telephone Book Collection Fund 
 
Sissons school, under the co-ordination efforts of Stéphane Sévigny and the support of both parents and 
students, collected 510 telephone books.  Thanks go to Northwestel for setting up this recycling program 
and for their generous donation of $750 to our school`s PE program!�

More Athletic Funding Grants for 2011–2012 
 
Sissons school, once again under the co-ordination efforts of Stéphane Sévigny, has        
received $20,000 for next year in order to continue the running of our afterschool dance and 
athletic sports.  In addition to this, $16,268 were received by the Regional Youth Sport event 
Program (MACA) to set up a Track and Field Clinic and program in our school for next 
spring!  Well done Stéphane! 
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Congratulations to the World Water Day drawing cont est winners!  
March 22nd, 2011, was World Water Day. Nine Grade 2 students participated in a drawing contest put in 
place by the NWT and they all won! They had to draw a picture about saving the water and why water is 
so important to them. They all received a participation   
certificate, their picture was framed and they had many 
more surprises. Congratulations again to Shaileshwara 
Sivakumar, Emily Bell, Damien Lafond, Aisling Dunn,   
Maslyn Scott, Mira Mercer, Eshana Gohil, Brooklynn 
Mackie and Linnea Azzolini (not pictured)! 
 

Carole-Anne Brodeur 
Grade 2 teacher 
 

Last row: Shaileshwara Sivakumar, Emily Bell, Damien Lafond,   
Aisling Dunn. 
First row: Maslyn Scott, Mira Mercer, Eshana Gohil,               
Brooklynn Mackie. 



June 1st, 2011 
 
 

 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

Encourage your child to gobble up some great reading this summer!  Children will Savour 
Each Word when they join the 2011 Summer Reading Club for free at the Yellowknife Public 
Library.   

 

You don’t need to tell them that studies have shown that regular reading during the summer 
helps them to maintain or even improve their reading and literacy skills.  Help your child be 
ready for school in the fall by encouraging them to read every day or almost every day - Sum-
mer Reading Club and your local library can make it fun and interesting!   

 

Kids can sign up at the Yellowknife Public Library front desk starting on June 6th and receive a 
fabulous free Reading Record to collect weekly stickers, as well as a door hanger bookmark, 
and temporary tattoo! Check us out for fun free programs, contests and displays all summer. 
Participants are eligible to win cool prizes, and those who complete their Reading Record will 
have a chance to receive a special Summer Reading Club medal!   

 

For more fun, Summer Reading Club is also online!   

Check out the website at www.kidssrc.ca 

 

The Yellowknife Public Library is sponsoring Summer Reading Club in cooperation with the 
British Columbia Library Association and with funding assistance from the BC Ministry of Edu-
cation. 

 

For more information please contact the Yellowknife Public Library for more information.   

 

Happy reading!  

 

 

 

Yellowknife Public Library 

2nd floor of the Centre Square Mall 

5022 – 49th Street, Yellowknife 

Phone: (867)920-5642 

www.yellowknife.ca/ypl 



According to a CBC news report, one in six Canadian children are living in poverty a number, which 
has not changed in the last generation. The report also said that poor health and state care suggest 
that Canada is failing to meet its obligation under the United Nations Convention under the Rights of 
the Child.  
 
More than one million children in Canada are living in poverty many of which are going to school  
hungry every day. Those same children will do poorly in school because they lack the energy to   
concentrate to be active and play with other children. Many of them fall asleep in class and or        
become weak and sick.  
 
Children Emergency Protection Fund is working together with community groups to provide a healthy 
breakfast and snacks for those children who are in need. In April, École J.H. Sissons received a     
donation of 456 boxes of cereal bars from CEPF to support our efforts in providing healthy snacks for 
our students.  We would like to thank Mr. Ekron Malcolm, Director of Institute for Canadian Values, 
for his generosity. For more information, you can contact Mr. Malcolm by email at: 
www.childrensemergency.ca. 
 

Together we can make a difference in our communities to impact the lives of our children to live    
productive healthy lives. Please choose to give today and make a donation to the Children’s       
Emergency Protection Fund by visiting their website: 
http://www.canadianvalues.ca/CEPF/ApplyFunding.html.  

École J.H. Sissons  would like to extend a special thank you to                                                          
Mr. Casey Hellard from Extra-Foods, on Old Airport Road, for the                                                         
donation of healthy snacks for our students. Once again,                                                                    
Extra Foods has demonstrated its commitment to our community                                                               
and our youth thus ensuring student success. 
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Summer Activities:  Sleep, Suntan Lotion, and Bug S prays ! 
The weather has been absolutely fantastic on several different fronts.  There are a lot fewer mosquitoes and black flies 
than ever.  So far no child has needed any insect spray at school, which is good as we have several children allergic to 
some types of sprays.  Please refrain from putting insect sprays on your child prior to school. If you are using suntan     
lotions for your child, please do not use scented ones as again, we have students and staffs allergic to certain chemical 
scents. Finally, a little reminder to please encourage your child to get enough sleep each night during this month of June.  
It is a challenge with all the extra daylight, but we sure see the difference in learning capability when a student comes to 
school well rested. 











 

PAC REPORT – APRIL 2011 
 
 
 

Ecole J.H. Sissons PAC Meeting Minutes 
April 20, 2011   

7:00 pm 
Attendees: 
 

Paul Bennett   Audra Donison  Terry Brookes   
Heidi Cromwell   Renee Lelievre 
  

Minutes recorded by Audra Donison 
 

1. Agenda  – Accepted as circulated. 
 

2. Minutes – Approved as circulated. 
 

3. Principal’s Report 
  

 Paul requested that PAC support students attending Wizard of Oz at Mildred Hall.  
      Action : It was agreed that PAC would support half of the cost of students attending.   

 

4. Trustees Report   
 

 Terry reported there will be a Ratepayers Meeting at 7 pm on May 10. Budget will be passed at June 
meeting. Mel      Pardy is retiring in Setpember. There have been interviews and a selection process; 
the new Assistant will be announced soon. Route 51 has been successful. Terry shared the details of 
how the program operates. The Sports Acadamy is growing with an increased # of sports. 

 

5. PAC Items 
PAC Chairs’ Report  
PAC Chairs Meeting : Other schools also having trouble with PAC attendance, and Mildred Hall     
developed a form for parents to fill out if they are interested in being on the email list. It was agreed 
this would be a good idea for Sissons to do in the fall, and to put it on the volunteer form. A question 
was raised about whether parents are reading the newsletter/ Audra will ask other PAC Chairs about 
this at the next meeting. The Community BBQ is June 5 and the annual pancake breakfast is Aug 
27th. 

 

6. Other Business 
Jerseys : Maureen received two quotes for jerseys. PAC attendees looked at suppliers for 

Lake Awry and chose a favourite style/ colour. We need to purchase from a BIP supplier 
due to government regulations; however Lake Awry will match southern competitors within 
20%, if 2 southern quotes are obtained. Audra will report discussion back to   Maureen, 
who will continue to work on this with Stephane’s help and direction. 

Playground Equipment : Audra and Heidi shared the details of the playground equipment  
order being placed with Blue Imp this week. Will likely have installation day in mid-late 
June and will need 20-30 parent volunteers, supervised by YK1 Maintenance.  There will 
be refreshments served. There was discussion around how to encourage volunteers. Will 
have a display at the Multicultural buffet where parents will be coming to the school. Audra 
will prepare this.  

Labels Fundraiser : Audra researched two Canadian companies that do kids labels          
fundraisers – Mabels Labels and Lovable Labels. After discussion it was agreed that PAC 
would work with Mabel’s Labels due to its being well-known and having a good reputation. 
Audra will initiate the fundraiser and organize advertising in the newsletter and in the 
school.  

 

For more information, please contact: jhspac@gmail.com  



PAC REPORT – MAY 2011 
 
 
 

PAC Meeting Highlights 
May 18, 2011 

 
For Your Information 

 
· Playground Equipment : Come see the display of new equipment pictures during the Multicultural 

Feast and Assembly on May 27th. 

· New Sports Jerseys : PAC is assisting with the purchase of 40 new jerseys for our sports teams. 
Styles have been chosen and order will be placed soon. 

YK1 Family BBQ- on June 4, 12:00 – 3:00 pm at Somba K’e Park. 

 

“Help Wanted” 
 

Mabel’s Labels Fundraiser . Get some quality labels for your kids’ clothing, shoes, and accessories, as 
well as safety supplies and household labels, and support  PAC at the same time! It’s easy to order online 
at www.jhsissons.mabel.ca. Funds will be used for new school jerseys. 

· 50/50 draw : Support our 50/50 draw at our display at the Multicultural Feast. Funds go directly to new 
school jerseys. 

· Volunteers  will be needed on June 25 or 26 th (tentative dates) to help install playground equipment. 
No experience necessary, just willing hands and hearts to help our kids have fun being active! 

· PAC positions are open for next year. There are 3 open positions. Time commitment is minimal. More 
information at June meeting. 

 

Let Us Know 
If you are interested in helping out with the playground equipment installation or being on the PAC 
committee for next year! 

 

Responses can be sent to: jhspac@gmail.com 

 
 

Next PAC meeting: Wednesday, June 15, 7:00 pm 
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Instructions for “Consent for Disclosure of  

Criminal Record Information” only.  

Instructions for “Criminal Records -   

Consent for check for a sexual offence for which  

a pardon has been granted or issued” only.  
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Thank You From Love For Life!  

 

Thank you to all the parents and students who donated to 
the Rainforest Protection project.  $150 has been raised so 
far.  We are only $50.00 away from our goal (i.e. $200 to 
protect 2 acres of the Ashaninka Rainforest in Brazil).  
Thank-you to all the people who really do care about are 
world! 
 

(Written by Lauren Seabrook, Sophie and Grace Clark, 
5M) 
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Assembly:       
Students & Staff 

recognition at 
1:00pm 

2 3 4 

5 6 7 

Pizza forms are due 
today at 9:00 am 

 

8 9 

Pizza Day         
organized by         
5-Marinier 

Gr.3 AAT (French 
Language Arts,B) 

Klezmer Music 
Season at 12:20pm 

JHS Annual     
Musical Drama         
“Le chat-peau 
magique” at 

7:00pm 

10 

SIP Professional 
Development 

Day 

Noon dismissal 

11 

12 13 14 

Gr.3 AAT (English 
Language Arts, B) 

 

 

15 

PAC Meeting in 
Staff room            
at 7:00 pm 

 
 

L’heure du conte 

16 

Gr.3 AAT (Math) 

 

17 

 

18 

 

 

19 20 

Aboriginal Day 
School          

Celebrations & 
Lunch 

21 
Aboriginal Day 

No school! 

22 

Pizza forms are 
due today at     

9:00 am 

23 
Pizza Day         

organized by         
4/5-Allain &         

3-Paulin 

24 

 

25 

26 

 

 

27 

JHS Sports    
afternoon 

 

28 

Last day of school 
for students. 

Gr.5 Farewell    
Assembly. 

Report Cards go 
home 

29 30   

June 2011June 2011  

DiscoverE Science Workshops for Gr. K-5. 

Québec Author Annie Groovie school visit. 

Gr.4/5 Annual City school Soccer Tournament at JHS, 
start at 4:00pm, each day. 


