
From the Principal’s Desk! 

   FEBRUARY—MARCH 2011    
Paul Bennett, Principal         

DATES TO  REMEMBER 

February 1st  

Pizza form due by today at   
9:00 a.m. 

February 2nd  

Heritage Fair in gym. 

Chess Club at 12:00.          
Pre-Kindergarten &             
Kindergarten Information    
Evening at 7:00 p.m. 

February 3rd  

Pizza lunch organized by        
4-Siegbahn. 

February 4h  

Traditional Game ACE Camp 
at 9:00 a.m. 

February 9th  

Folkloric dance workshop at 
9:00 for Gr. 2 to Gr. 5. 

Chess Club at noon. 

February 10th  

Photos retakes at 1:00 p.m. 

February 14th  

Dress-up Day: wear red & 
white clothes and funky hair for 
Valentine’s Day!!! 

February 15th  

Subway form due by today at   
9:00 a.m. 

PAC Dance meeting at 7:00pm 
in the staff room. 

February 16th  

L’Heure du conte at 1:00 p.m. 

February 17th  

Subway lunch organized by 
Caroline Roux for Project 
LOVE. 

PAC Meeting at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Staff Room.  

March 4th  

Parent/Teacher Interviews. 

March 16th  

PAC Meeting at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Staff Room.  

March 19 to April 3rd  

Spring break! 
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5700, 51A Avenue 

Yellowknife NT X1A 1G7 

Tel: (867) 873-3477 

Fax: (867) 873-4535 
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Garbage Free Lunch es 
 
We have been surveying our lunch time garbage since  September.  We are finding 
that our children are taking returnables home, thus  indicating that the     
majority of our families have their own recycling p rograms at home.  You are 
teaching your children life long skills!  We suppor t you with our activities 
and programs as this is your school.  Thank you for  continuing to support our 
garbage free lunches!   
 
Tips for Garbage Free Lunches & Healthy Living Tips  for Kids 
• Fibre is important to help maintain regularity an d control blood     
cholesterol and blood sugar levels.  Eat a variety of fibre-rich foods     
everyday including whole grains, fruits, vegetables , and legumes such as 
beans, peas and lentils. 
 
• Our bodies always need energy.  After a night of sleep, energy levels 
are low. Cars, buses and trains cannot run without fuel and neither can the 
human body.  So, whether you are off to school or o ut and about on the    
weekend, start the day with a healthy breakfast.  

�»�¯�r�Q�t� �Ÿ�Ÿ�–�”�¥�–�•�Q�Q�w�’�ž�š�•�ª�¯�Ë�Q�…�š�¡�»�¯�r�Q�t� �Ÿ�Ÿ�–�”�¥�–�•�Q�Q�w�’�ž�š�•�ª�¯�Ë�Q�…�š�¡�»�¯�r�Q�t� �Ÿ�Ÿ�–�”�¥�–�•�Q�Q�w�’�ž�š�•�ª�¯�Ë�Q�…�š�¡�»�¯�r�Q�t� �Ÿ�Ÿ�–�”�¥�–�•�Q�Q�w�’�ž�š�•�ª�¯�Ë�Q�…�š�¡  
 

Make your child feel special!  Avoid comparing chil dren to each other or trying to 
give each child exactly the same thing all the time .  That just fosters insecurity 
and sibling rivalry.  Children don’t need “equal” t reatment; they need to feel 
special.  Find ways of appreciating each child for his or her own qualities.   
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Professional Development 
 

Your teachers have been working on their studies in  special learning        
communities this past month:  Gr. 4-5 Math (real li fe problems...math), K-8 
Oral Fluency in a Second Language, Gr. 1-3 Word Wal l Vocabulary Development, 
Gr. 4-5 French Grammar Project, Interactive White B oard (SMART) as a Learning 
Strategy  (Tool).  The staff  designed the professi onal learning communities 
based upon on student assessment findings in  langu age arts or math.  We   
analysed our results to better understand how to di rect our teaching to meet 
the needs of our learners. With this approach to ou r development, we find that 
our students are producing some of the highest achi evements in the NWT.  
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BADMINTON TOURNAMENT 
 
Congratulations to the Grade 4-5 Badminton 
team who participated in the Mini-Badminton          
Inter-School Tournament on Saturday, Jan. 
22.  Our team placed second in the     
tournament, based on placement points.  
Well done Sissons! Special mention goes to 
the following medal  winners: Jennifer 
Lalonde (Bronze, Female), Lauren Seabrook 
(S i l ver -Fema le)  and  Dan ie l  Enge         
(Gold-Male).  A special thanks goes out to 

S i s s o n s    
organizers and coaches:  Carole-Anne 
Brodeur, Monique Marinier, and Stéphane    
Sévigny. 
 

Here are the future professional badminton 
players!!! 
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Ateliers d’improvisation  
 

Avec la monitrice de langue française, Elaine     
Jacques, les groupes d’élèves apprennent à      
s’exprimer avec leur corps pour faire passer leurs 
messages.  En effet, ces    ateliers d’improvisation 
visent à inviter les groupes à inventer leurs histoires 
puis la jouer en 3 tableaux statiques.  Cela          
demande de passer la barre de la gêne, de mettre 
en images l’histoire et la faire comprendre aux    
autres équipes.  Les gestes sont un  moyen de 
communiquer autre que par la parole.  
 

Improvisation Workshops 
 
With the French Monitor (language and culture    
instructor), Elaine Jacques, student groups are learning to express themselves by telling stories through 
physical movement. The purpose of the improvisation workshops is to invite groups to create stories and then 
convey them in three static arrays. This requires that participants go beyond discomfort or shyness to        
express the story through movement, so that they effectively convey the meaning to the other teams.        
Students learn the importance of gestures being   another way to communicate besides words.   

 

Inauguration de la patinoire 
 

Mercredi le 26 janvier fut l’inauguration officielle 
par les organisateurs Stéphane Sévigny et    
Elaine Jacques ainsi que les élèves de la       
patinoire.  En effet, la première partie de hockey-
bottes a été jouée sur la patinoire!  Un franc  
succès!  Merci aux élèves qui ont participé! 

Un gros merci à nos commanditaires, 
Bromley & Son Ltd et Igloo Building  
Supplies Group. 

Inauguration of the Skating Rink 
 
Wednesday, January 26 was the official opening of our 
rink by organizers Stéphane Sévigny and Elaine 
Jacques with some of the students! The first boot-hockey 
game played on the ice was a great  success!  Thank 
you to all the students who participated! 

A hudge thank to our sponsors, Bromley & Son 
Ltd and Igloo Building Supplies Group. 

Here's the team that braved the cold to     
install the ice rink. 
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Family Bowling (in French)! 
 

On Sunday, February 13th at 3 – 5 pm, join CPF-YK1 at the Kingpin Bowling Centre (5125 52 Avenue) for some family 
bowling.  To participate, contact Madelon (contact information is below) by February 9th, so she can reserve an            
appropriate number of lanes.  

 

CPF Members: free  Non-Members: $10/family  

 
Camp de Neige and CPF 

 

In addition to contributing $3,200 to Sissons’ Camp de Neige and another $2,000 to the Grade Five’s year
-end Voyageur Canoe and Camping Trip, Canadian Parents for French YK1 Chapter (CPF-YK1) will pay 
the $10.00 user fee for one child per family for new and  existing CPF members.  

 

Canadian Parents for French is a national organization.  CPF has an NWT Branch with four chapters,  
including the Yellowknife Education District No.1 Chapter.  The YK1 Chapter has contributed money to 
École J. H. Sissons’ Camp de Neige for the last decade. 

 

CPF's main objective is advocacy and support of French Second Language learning.  CPF funding comes 
from the Government of Canada Department of Canadian Heritage and membership fees.  For every 
membership, 65% stays with the Chapter to support local initiatives.  An active local membership ensures 
that CPF can continue to access federal funding to promote French language activities in the schools and 
the community.   

 

Attached is a membership form that can be completed and submitted to the school office, where a CPF 
Board Member will collect them.  Those families joining CPF, will be added to the list of existing members 
that will have their $10.00 “user fee” for Camp de Neige paid by CPF to the school. 

 

If you are not sure if your CPF membership has lapsed, please contact Madelon Haener, Chairperson, 
CPF - YK1 Chapter by e-mail at madurb78@ssimicro.com or at 873-3503.  For more information about 
CPF, check out our websites:  cpf.ca and cpfnwt.ca .   
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Membership Registration Form 

 

 

Are you an existing member of CPF? 

 

Yes - Membership Number: _________________ 

No 

 

Membership Type: 

 

1 year - $25  

3 year - $60  

 

65% of your membership fee supports the activities of your local YK1 Chapter, 25% supports CPF's work 
at the NWT Branch level and 10% goes to CPF National to partially cover processing costs. 

 

First Name (1 st Applicant): __________________ Surname (1 st Applicant): _____________________ 

First Name (2 nd Applicant): __________________Surname (2 nd Applicant): _____________________ 

Address: _________________________________City: ___ ___________________________________  

Province/Territory: _________________________Postal  Code: _______________________________  

Home Phone Number: ______________________Work Phone  Number: ________________________ 

Email Address: ____________________________________ __________________________________ 

School Board: _____________________________________ __________________________________ 

School(s): ________________________________________ ___________________________________ 

Payment Method:  Please make cheques payable to “Ca nadian Parents for French”.  

””””  Visa  ””””  MasterCard   ””””  Cheque  ””””  Money Order 

 

Card holder Name: ____________________________Signature: _______________________________ 

 

Credit Card Number: _____________________________________ Expiry: _______________________ 

Occasionally the CPF membership list will be made available to other groups/agencies to offer members 
benefits or education-related information. Use of the list will be carefully regulated and only permitted un-
der a contract specifying confidentiality and one-time authorization.  

(I do not wish to receive mailings other than direc tly from CPF)  

Please return this form to the school office, by Fe bruary 25th, so that the completed forms 
can be collected by Madelon Haener, Chair, CPF-YK1 (873-3503). 
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Library volunteers are needed to help with shelving  books, 
reading the order of books on shelves, and doing re pairs. 
Please contact Lynn Taylor at lynn.taylor@yk1.nt.ca  if you 
would like to give us a hand for a half hour or mor e each 
week - day or evening.  William is our youngest vol unteer 
this year and Preston is one of the most industriou s!  Did 
you know that parents may borrow books from our sch ool     
library?  Come and browse our fantastic collection of      
resources in French and English: books, DVD's, musi c, games, 
and more!    
 
See you soon! 
 
Lynn 
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“Help Wanted”  
 

There will be a Dance Planning Meeting on Tuesday February 15th . If there is to be a dance this year,  
hopefully in late Feb or early March, we need parents to come out and be willing to coordinate an area of the 
dance (ticket sales, concession, etc). It will be at 7:00 p.m. and will not last longer than ½ hour. 

 

Let Us Know 
 If you are willing to help coordinate an area of a dance, but can’t make it to the February 15th planning meeting,  
let us know! 

Two other fundraising ideas were suggested: a Child ID bracelet fundraiser (for ages 3-9) https://
www2418.ssldomain.com/vitalid/store/Media/fundraising_kidid.pdf 

 and/or a Label fundraiser (this website can do both) www.loveablelabels.ca . Websites are examples. If you 
have an interest in helping with coordinating this, or ideas to share on these suggestions, let us know! 

 

Responses can be sent to: jhspac@gmail.com 

 
 

Next PAC meeting: Thursday February 17, 2011 at 7:0 0 PM  



 

Recently Yellowknife has experienced a number power outages. In the event 
of a power outage please abide by the following: 
 

· Schools will remain open and operate under normal circumstances; 

· Schools will open at their regular times and staff will begin work at their 
regular times; 

· Students are still expected to attend school in the event of a power    
outage; 

· All schools are equipped with generators and emergency lights; 

· School is the safest place for students. 
 

If you have any questions please contact the Distri ct Office at        
(867)766-5050, or email yk1@yk1.nt.ca , or contact                        

the respective school. 

Highlights of PAC Meeting  

January 19, 2011 
 

For Your Information 
 

· Paul Bennett was recognized as one of Canada’s Outstanding Principals of 2011. He will be in              

         Toronto in early February for a management course and a Gala Awards dinner. 

· If there is a power outage, school is open as per usual routine as we have a back-up generator. 

· PAC Chair Meeting Highlights: 

· Do you have an interest or experience in Special Needs or inclusive schooling? YK1 is looking for  

         parents to sit on a committee. Contact Anita Griffore at YK1 office766-5074 as soon as possible. 

· J.H. Sissons is not on the YK1 capital plan for the next 3 years. 

 

Next PAC meeting: Thursday February 17, 2011 at 7:0 0 PM  

PAC REPORT – NOVEMBER 2010 



Mr. Bennett’s Nomination 
 

2011 is off to a wonderful start!   We are delighted that our principal Paul Bennett (École J.H. Sissons School) 
for the past ten years is the NWT recipient of the Outstanding Principal's Award of Canada's Learning      
Partnership for 2011!   
 

A huge thanks to everyone who submitted a letter of support for Paul's nomination!   
 

The Learning Partnership’s Canada’s Outstanding Principals™ program recognizes the unique and crucial 
contributions of principals in publicly funded schools across Canada. Through this program, these              
exceptional leaders participate in a cutting edge professional development opportunity where they can      
dialogue and reflect on leadership issues with distinguished members of the educational, social, cultural and 
business communities. Congratulations to the 2011 Canada’s Outstanding Principals!  Please see att'd list for 
all recipients across Canada!   
 

 Félicitations, Paul!  Nous sommes vraiment fiers de  toi!  



Dropping Off and picking up Your Child 
 

Parents, please take note that before 8:15 a.m. there is no supervision; only pre-kindergarten 
students are allowed to enter the school at 8:15.  All other students have to wait outside or in 
the indoor play area (if it is –30) until 8:30 a.m.  The school day ends at 3:15 p.m.  Students are 
not allowed to stay at school after this time, under any circumstances, unless previously signed 
up for an activity.  Please be on time to pick up your child or make other daycare arrangements.  
Thank you for your  collaboration!                    Nataly  
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Preston, Grade 1, loves to help in the library! William is our youngest library helper to date! 
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LUNCH DUTY PROGRAM 

Mrs. Veronica Huber, our Head Janitor, is 
starting the Lunch Duty Program again 
this year.  If your child is interested in 
helping Veronica during the lunch time, 
he/she can find a permission form in the 
office which one needs to sign by you to 
authorize to help Veronica.  Each day, 
two of our students will have the chance 
to work with her and help her to keep the 
school clean and safe….  It is a good way 
for the students to become more          
responsible and respectful of their        
surrounding. 





 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Pizza form due  
today at 9:00am 

2 

Chess Club at noon 

Pre-kindergarten & 
Kindergarten   
Information     
evening at        
7:00 p.m. 

Heritage Fair in 
schoolgym 

3 

Pizza lunch     
organized by        
4-Siegbahn 

4 

Traditional Game 
ACE Camp for 

Gr.3 at 9:00 a.m. 

5 

6 7 8 9 

Folkloric dance 
workshop at     

9:00 a.m. for Gr. 2 
to  Gr. 5 

Chess Club at noon 

10 

Photos retakes at 
1:00 p.m. 

11 12 

13 14 

Dress up Day: 
wear red & white 
clothes and funky 

hair for            
Valentine’s Day! 

15 

Subway form due 
today at 9:00am 

PAC Dance Meeting 
at 7:00 p.m. in the 

staff room 

16 

Chess Club at noon 

L’heure du conte at  
1:00 p.m. 

17 

Subway lunch 
organized by  

Caroline Roux for         
Project LOVE 

PAC Meeting at  
7:00 p.m. in the 

staff room 

18 19 

20 

 

 

 

 

27 

21 

 

 

 

 

28    

22 23 

 

Chess Club at noon 

24 25 26 
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